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The Riding Centre at 60—

louise soelberg’s legacy lives on
By lauren shows

When Louise Soelberg died in 1994 at 
the age of 90, it was enough to spark the 
interest of several national news outlets. 
Obituaries in the NY Times and Variety 
note her work as a pioneer of modern 
dance and the injury that ended her danc-
ing career. That’s where the obituaries 
end. But Soelberg’s life was far from over 
when she stopped dancing. In 1959, when 
she was 56 years old, she established The 
Riding Centre, and 60 years later, it con-
tinues to fulfill the mission laid down by 
Soelberg: to connect people and horses.

In 1959, Soelberg petitioned Antioch 
College to lease 15 acres of unused farm-
land owned by Glen Helen to her in order 
to establish a horse riding school. The Rid-
ing Centre would provide riding lessons to 
community members and physical educa-
tion credits to Antioch College students.

Under Soelberg’s leadership, The Rid-
ing Centre strove to keep costs low in or-
der to keep riding lessons accessible to the 
community. Soelberg taught her students 
to ride properly in the English style, but 
she also expected them to understand that 
caring for a living thing requires hard — 
and often dirty — work. Continued On Page Two

SCeneS frOm The riding CenTre’S  60 th  AnniverSAry CelebrATiOn: from left: Jim nealon gives a jumping lesson to Adriene Kramer 
on her horse louie; Ayla Current on doc in a lesson demonstration; brandon dietsch on maisie getting a therapeutic riding lesson from  

Carolyn bailey, with matt dietsch and lari graver sidewalking and Terry luzader leading. PhOTOS:  reginA breChA

In 1961, Soelberg and Antioch College 
drew up a formal lease agreement which 
granted The Riding Centre 60 acres. The 
Riding Centre would lease the land and be 
responsible for the upkeep and improve-
ment of the facilities there. Original to 
the property, which had been vacated by 
a local farming family several years before 
Soelberg leased it, were a 19th century 
barn and a small house, which for several 
years The Riding Centre used as an office. 
Soelberg eventually moved into the house.

With the money they raised from les-
sons, boarding horses, and on-site horse 
shows, Soelberg and her cohorts contin-
ued to make improvements to The Riding 
Centre where they could, building stalls 
in the old barn and an outdoor arena for 
training. An indoor arena followed in 
the mid 1960s after young Peace Corps 
members in residence at Antioch began 

training there in summer.
In 1974, The Riding Centre expanded 

its offerings with its Therapeutic Riding 
Program, which offers riding as an alterna-
tive therapy to children and adults with 
physical, mental, and emotional disabili-
ties. Program participants are referred in-
dividually by physicians and agencies, and 
ride specially trained horses, with the aim 
being to improve balance, coordination, 
and muscle tone.

Carolyn Bailey, who had been train-
ing at The Riding Centre since she was 
8, was inspired by the Therapeutic Riding 
Program to enroll at The Cheff Center for 
the Handicapped in Augusta, Michigan, 
in 1977. After two years of training and 
teaching there, Bailey returned to The 
Riding Centre to work alongside Soel-
berg as head instructor and trainer. When 
Soelberg retired in 1989 at the age of 85, 
Bailey became The Riding Centre’s di-
rector. Though she was retired, Soelberg 
continued to live in her “hovel” on the 
Glen property until her death in 1994. 
“When I think of how I am as a boss, it’s 
because of who Louise was as a person,” 
Bailey said. “There was never a day you 

Soelberg’s life was far from over 
when she stopped dancing.  

in 1959, she established The 
riding Centre; 60 years later, it 
 continues to fulfill the mission
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brecha, marsha Casdorph, rowan Coburn-
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laskowski, Jennifer lawson, Janetta lewis-
Jennings, and Anna Williamson

board of truSteeS: Janetta lewis-
Jennings (President), marsha Casdorph 
(Secretary), Sylvia ellison, Colleen 
iungerman, Stephanie lawson, Jill O’banion, 
Carol van Ausdal
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lauren Shows

deSigN & ProduCtioN: matt minde

1117 E. Hyde Rd., Yellow Springs, OH 45387
(937) 767-9087 • www.ridingcentre.org

Ride-A-Thon 2019—

They Baled us Out
By Carolyn Bailey

Every few years Mother Nature rears her 
ugly head and wallops our part of the world: 
2019 was that year. With a wet Spring and 
a dry Summer, the hay crop suffered, mak-
ing hay scarce and expensive. The proceeds 
from our annual Ride-A-Thon went to-
wards offsetting the increase of the cost of 
this most basic but necessary item. I want 
to acknowledge the riders who partici-
pated this year: You were few but mighty! 
Your love for our horses and desire to help 
keep them fed through the winter makes 
me love you all. Much heartfelt thanks to 
Kasey Baugh, Sophia Birdsall, Emily Brad-
ley, Alex Brooks, Elly Deerwester, Brandon 
Dietsch, Elsa & Farah Girard, Brian Klos-
terman, Renee Laskowski, Terry Luzader, 
Kate & Scarlett Mattinson, David Warren, 
and Tania — you’re a superstar! 

Continued from Page One

Soelberg’s Legacy

left that she didn’t thank you.”
Unlike in The Riding 

Centre’s early days, when 
students like Bailey would 
sometimes get up before 
dawn to come down to the 
barn and take care of the 
horses, today’s students are 
bound by liability clauses 
that prevent them from 
doing as much heavy lift-
ing. Though employees do 
much of that work now, 
The Riding Centre still 
teaches students as much 
as it can about what it 
takes to care for a horse. 
“In camps, the young peo-
ple have to clean the stalls, 
and they get a bare mini-
mum taste of the care that goes into these 
horses,” Bailey said. “They learn to tack up 
the horse, brush the horse — they learn 
that 99% of horse riding is the care of the 
horse, whether it’s cleaning the stalls or 
mowing the fields or putting up the hay or 
holding them for the farrier. It gives them 
a sense of responsibility.”

Of the approximately 80 students cur-
rently learning at The Riding Centre, 
Bailey estimated that 98 percent of those 
are girls or women.

Bailey said that it’s a nearly universally 
accepted truth that young girls are drawn 
to horses, whether for their beauty or their 
nature, both wild and gentle, or for the 
freedom they often represent. 

Whatever the reason, for young girls es-
pecially, she said, working with horses can 
be a confidence boost. “There are very few 
things of which these kids have been in 
charge. And I tell them, ‘You may not be in 

charge when you go home, 
but when you’re here, you’re 
in charge of this 1,000 pound 
horse and look at you!’ ” 

Though The Riding Cen-
tre has made some necessary 
augmentations to program-
ming and facilities over its 
60 years, much has remained 
unchanged, according to 
Bailey. Since becoming di-
rector 30 years ago, Bailey 
has continued to run The 
Riding Centre according to 
Soelberg’s values, including 
instituting affordable les-
son fees and a scholarship 
program as the cost of liv-
ing rises nationwide. “That’s 

part of our mission: to keep our lessons 
affordable, to inspire people to ride and 
love horses, and to get away from the idea 
that riding is a rich man’s sport,” she said.

Bailey also said that The Riding Cen-
tre’s longevity can be chalked up to its 
unflagging attention to its core values, 
and that the best strategy going forward 
into the next 60 years is to keep doing 
what they’ve been doing since 1959. “In 
the horse world, 60 years is phenomenal, 
and I think our success is that we haven’t 
really changed what we do — which is 
teaching people horsemanship.”

This article is used by permission; it first 
appeared in the September 12, 2019, edition 
of the yellow Springs news. 

Carolyn bailey has served as 
The riding Centre’s director  

for 30 years.  
PhOTO: Jeff lAWSOn

Thank You to our Sponsors!
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Individuals
Anonymous (5)
Lynn Adams & Lisa Abel
Gwen Agna, in honor of 

Mary Agna
Gilah Pomeranz & Shep 

Anderson
Jessica Andrews
Michelle & Douglas 

Anspach
Carolyn & Chris Bailey
Rosemary & Jim Bailey
Myra & DJ Banion
Brian Barletto
Kyle Baugh
Maureen Baugh
Myra & Jerry Baugh
Chris Bautista
Drs Helen & Armando 

Bautista
Bethany Beer
Angela Moore & Katherine 

Berg
Daphne & Fred Berge
Louise Berrier
Chris & Alan Bertke
Theresa & Chris Best
Annette Biehler
Janelle & Tom Birdsall
Melissa Bautista & Matt 

Birdsall
Gloria Blue
Lori Bostick
Judy & David Bowman
Misty Bowman

Marvia Bradley
Tracy Bradley
Regina Brecha
Judith Brooks
Carly & Deton Brookshire
Lynn Caldwell
Dennis Campbell
Charleen & Jim Carlson
Andrea & Joe Carr
Mary Ciavarro
Rowan Coburn-Griffis
Dolores & Duke Conrad
Mary & Craig Conrad
Mary Fahrenbruck & 

Harvey Curran
Ayla Current
Karyn & Steve Current 
Sharon & Dave Deerwester
Elisabeth & Ron DeForest
Jennifer & Matt Dietsch
Emma Dillon
Jill Downey
Diane Dubose
Barbara Duncombe
Jennifer, Kelly & Regan 

Dunn 
Liz Dunn
Sheila Dunphy-Pallotta
Roy Eastman
David Edmunds
Joysan Edwards
Patty & Peter Ehrhardt
Mary, Noelle & Trent 

Fisher
Pam & Jerry Fisher

Our List of Contributors...
 ...and how you can join it!

adopt a horse (yearly) ..................................$1,200
donate towards: Endowment, Buildings, 
 Special Projects, General Fund ................... (Any amount)
Become a Member (yearly)
 Family ..........................................................$100
 Individual ....................................................$75

special thanks to: Dr. Brett Ellis, Dr. Kathleen Lennon, 
Dr. Brad Luckenbill, Gary Holland, and Kenny Hoyle 
for keeping our horses healthy and sound; Cedarville 
University for providing students for the hundreds of 
hours of volunteering for our therapeutic riding program; 
David Acton, Diane Dubose, Dave Kianka, Sean 
Oberschlake, and Chad Wilt for the hay they provide 
(our horses thank you too!).

L I S T  C O N T I N U E S  O N  P A G E  F O U R

Businesses 
AC  Service Company
A Living Well Life
Alro Steel
Amazon Smile
Ball Corporation
Bellbrook Chocolates
Brandeberry Winery
Brian’s Diesel
Buckley Bros., Inc.
Calypso Grill and 

Smokehouse 
Chad Wilt Farm
Cooper Security Systems
Current Cuisine 
Dane Harding Insurance 
Drayer Physical Therapy 

Institute
Dunphy Real Estate Inc.
Eldridge Roofing Company
Emerald Green Pros
Equus Now
Kelley and Company
Kramer Equestrian 
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Little Art Theatre
Living Well Spine Center
Locust Hills Golf Club
Mark French Antiques
Meadowlark Restaurant
Miami Valley Animal 

Acupressure
Miami Valley Carriage 

Association
Oberschlake Farms
Ocean Marketing

Peifer Orchards
Pony Express Veterinary 

Hospital
Reflecting Whispers Glass 

Works
Rocky Lakes Golf Club
Runners Plus
Rural King- Springfield
Rural King- Xenia
Southtown Heating and 

Cooling
Sunrise Cafe
Tecumseh Land Trust
Texas Roadhouse
The Kroger Company
The Tacky Horse
The Wellness Center- 

Antioch College
The Winds Cafe
Tractor Supply Company
Veterinary Associates 
Wagner Subaru
WA Hammond Drierite 

Company
Wheat Penny Oven and 

Bar
Wild Hare Salon
WR Hacket Inc.
Yellow Springs Brewery
Yellow Springs Chamber  

of Commerce
YS Greene
Yellow Springs Hardware
Yellow Springs News
Young’s Jersey Dairy
WYSO

Thank you To ouR ConTRiBuToRs:

yobome Kanu and Windom mesure from the 
yellow Springs Community foundation non-

profit leadership institute clear trails.
PhOTO: mArShA CASdOrPh

volunteers from Cresco labs pose after tidying our outdoor riding arena. PhOTO: CArOlyn bAiley

melissa heston, emma Peifer-burns, hannah 
brown, and elle Peifer from the yellow Springs 
Community foundation nonprofit leadership 

institute clean light fixtures in the barn. 
PhOTO: mArShA CASdOrPh

By Janetta lewis-Jennings

2019 was an eye opener for us. In ad-
dition to the volunteer hours and contri-
butions that are given in a normal year at 
The Riding Centre, our 60th Anniversary 
Celebration bumped those up to a whole 
new level of generosity. New organiza-
tions, contributors, and volunteers jumped 
on the RC bandwagon. 

We would like to acknowledge two lo-
cal organizations that provided us with 
amazing volunteers who helped spruce 
up our facilities just in time for the cel-
ebration in September. Local college stu-
dents with the Yellow Springs Community 
Foundation Nonprofit Leadership Institute 
cleaned our tack room from top to bottom, 
cleaned the light fixtures in the barns, and 
helped clear riding trails. Workers from 

Our Volunteers—

generosity = Value

Cresco Labs cleaned and removed cobwebs 
in the barns, groomed the outdoor arena, 
and helped with the 5K race and the si-
lent auction on the day of the celebration.

While there are not enough words to 
express our gratitude to everyone who do-
nated their time and dollars, this amount 
of support can only lead to one conclusion 
— The Riding Centre and the programs it 
offers have made, and continue to make, 
a profound difference in our community 
and the lives of many individuals.

Special thanks to the following organi-
zations and foundations:

Antioch College, Community Health 
Foundation, Cresco Labs, Dayton Foun-
dation, Della Selsor Trust, Liberty Mu-
tual-Give With Liberty, Morgan Family 
Foundation, Network for Good, Phy-
sician’s Charitable Foundation of the 
Miami Valley, Springfield Foundation, 
Springfield Rotary Club, St. Luke’s Ad-
vent by Candlelight Tea for Women, the 
Union Club, Wagner Subaru, and Yellow 
Springs Community Foundation. 



Ellen Foley
Greg Fry
Bob Funderburg
Joy Galluch
Sara Garing 
Yana & Dave Garing
Liz Gantzer
Jody Garrett
Amber & Jason Girard
Elsa & Farah Girard
Lisa Fry & Neal Gittleman, 

in honor of Cindy Minton
Abby & Lari Graver
Barrie Grenell
Liz Blakelock & John Grote
Vivian Grushon
Karen Hammond
Suzette Castonguay & Ron 

Hampton
Lynda Hardman
Vikki & Dale Hazelbaker
Kazuko & Tim Heaton
Ann Cooper & Bruce 

Heckman
Lori Kuhn & Karl 

Hendrickson 
Molly Hendrickson
Lauren Herren
Cathy Howard
Ann & Bob Hunter
Diane Hutcherson
Mary & Chris Hutson
Colleen & Joe Iungerman
Janetta Lewis-Jennings & 

Rich Jennings
Kathy Johnson
Sandra Kalfas
Patsy Kahoe
Judy Keefner
Grace & Graham Keeton
Nancy & Malcolm Kelley
Carol & Charles Kidwell lll
Anna Kingsbury
Karen & Daryl Kitchen
MiKenna Klan
Brian Klosterman
Dan Klosterman
Mark Klosterman
Pat Klosterman
Ron Klosterman
Virgil Klosterman
Kay Koeninger
Linda Koharov
Adriene Kramer
Beth & Jeff Kreidenweis
Shirley Kristensen
Crystal Kusak
Ruth & Henry Lapp, in 

honor of Diane Wilson
Elise & Tim Laskowski
Hannah, Jen & Sophia 

Lawson
Stephanie & Jeff Lawson
Randy Link
Kimberly & Gary Lovings
Terry & Mark Luzader
Margo Mace, in honor of 

Jeri Weikle
Susanne Hashim & Chedin 

& Tom Manley
Deanna & Kevin Mattinson
Linda Mattinson
Sue & Bill Mattinson
Margaret & Will Mattox
Sarah Maxwell
Tessa & Jason Maxwell
Bob McClain
Judy & Dan McGregor
Gail & Randy McKernan
Rachel & Doug McKinley
Liz Mersky
Harper Mesure
Sylvia Ellison & Craig 

Mesure
Windom Mesure
Tom Michel
Nellie & Jeff Mick
Vicky Owens & Gene 

Milgram
Lauren Miller
Lori Miller
Ryan Miller
Susan & Phil Miller
Matt Minde

Rita Moore
Caroline & Paul Mullin
Mary & Jeffery Mullins
Faith Morgan & Eugene 

Murphy
Nina Myatt
Donna Pollex-Najarian & 

Pete Najarian
Mark French & Jim Nealon
Susie & Rick Nickels
Patty & Bill Nickell
Bonnie Nuckles
Jill & Doug O’Banion
Alex Oliver
Debbie Othersen
MaryBeth & Timothy 

Pepper
Lori Perkins
Sue Pfeiffer
Xavier Pfister
Cindy Minton-Piatt & 

Steve Piatt
Lori & David Reed
Jo Frannie & Mike Reichert
Macy & Roger Reynolds
Joyce Robinson
Jalyn Jones Roe
Sandy, Bill & Conor Rollins
Jenifer Cowperthwaite Ruka 

& Raymond Ruka
Beverly & Bob Ruse
Tina & Scott Sadowski
Trish Sanders
Amy Schmidt
Jennifer & John Schutte
Jane & Bob Scott
Sherraid Scott
Jessica & Whit Sellers
Virginia Shaffer
Derran Sharp
Korie Sharp
Leah Sharp
Alma & Robert Shipley
Maria & Bill Slattery
Maritza Slattery
Shawna Sorrell
Dennis Sparlin
Jan Spier
Maggie Stack
Lizzie Stoermer
Melinda & Bill Stoermer
Peggy Stonerock
Becca Strobridge
Marcia Sutherland
Nicole Suzel
Barb & Ron Szkody
Pat Tatum
Laura Taylor
Jean McCally Tebay & Jim 

Tebay
Thaddene Triplett
Yvonne Vadeboncoeur
Carol & Paul Van Ausdal
Laura & Todd VanLehn
Margaret  Veenstra
Nancy & Rick Viramontes
Maria & Bo Wagner
Bill Gannon & David 

Weidner
Emma Lou Weidner
Joel Weikle
John Weikle 
Corrine & Tomas Welch, 

MD
Krishna & Todd Welch
Laurie & Thomas Welch, Jr
Mary-Anna & Gary Welch
Tania Welch
Mary White
Erin Whitty
Monica & Richard Whitty
Anna Williamson
Marsha Casdorph & David 

Williamson
Debra Williamson
Adrienne Chesire & Scott 

Wilson
Linda & Jerry Winters
Tina & Lowell Woods, Jr 
Martha Worrell
Janet & Nick Yahle
Sandra & Sam Young
Christiane Zurbuchen
Michel Zurbuchen

ouR ConTRiBuToRs (from Page Three)

The Riding CenTRe gRaTefully aCknowledges The suppoRT 
of The following foundaTions and insTiTuTions:

yellow Springs Community foundation, Springfield foundation, Springfield rotary Club,  
della Selsor Trust, greene giving, glen helen ecology institute,  

morgan family foundation, The dayton foundation, Community health foundation,  
Physicians Charitable foundation of the miami valley, and Antioch College.

Antioch  
c o l l e g e
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MaRk youR CalendaR
March 22 Adriene Kramer Clinic

May 3 Lori Miller Clinic
9 Dressage Show

August 1 Jim Nealon Fundraising Clinic
September 19 Dressage Show

20 Hunter Show
October 17–18 Elaine Meredith Steele Fundraising Centered Riding Clinic

November 8 Adriene Kramer Clinic
14 Riding Centre 5k Fundraiser

December 6 Riding Centre Association Members’ Meeting & Potluck 
for more information, check www.ridingcentre.org and our facebook page.

Did You Re-Member?
have you renewed your member-

ship for 2020? For insurance purposes, 
no one outside the lesson program is 
allowed to ride on Riding Centre prop-
erty unless they are a current member. 
This includes guests. A guest member-
ship can be purchased for $10 a day. 

Riding Centre property includes 
the McCally Barn and arena, the 
hunt field, the woods beside the hunt 
field, and the commons area. a hel-
met must be worn at all times while 
mounted on Riding Centre property.

shopping at kroger 
helps the Centre

 
You can now sup-
port The Riding Cen-
tre through Kroger’s 
Community Rewards® 
Program. Kroger Com-
munity Rewards makes 

fundraising easy. All you have to do is shop 
at Kroger and swipe your Plus Card!  Sign 
up at www.krogercommunityrewards.com. 
Just sign in, click on “Community,” and fol-
low the link to “Community Rewards.” Our 
NPO number is 43599.

It’s never easy to say good-bye to a good friend. 2019 was particularly tough for us 
because we lost three amazing horses (from left): Special, who was retired but still ac-
tive in the therapeutic riding program; Mocha, who was one of our most versatile school 
horses; and Chipper, who was in well-deserved retirement. Over the years, they have 
been favorites of so many riders, and they are so greatly missed.

i n  M e M o R i a M


